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Table 1:  

Self Employment in Canada, 1981-2006  

 
1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2001-06 1981-2006 

Total 
      

% change 

  Self employed 1,094,795 1,208,890 1,405,760 1,802,365 1,861,200 1,993,715 7.1 82.1 

    Incorporated 326,810 383,160 478,175 592,735 606,485 719,205 18.6 120.1 

      Without empl 83,400 99,550 157,650 219,895 238,365 291,385 22.2 249.4 

     With empl 243,410 283,610 320,525 372,840 368,115 427,815 16.2 75.8 

    Unincorporated 767,985 825,730 927,585 1,209,630 1,254,715 1,274,510 1.6 66.0 

      Without empl 508,370 536,040 611,570 850,470 892,475 900,615 0.9 77.2 

      With empl 259,620 289,685 316,020 359,160 362,235 373,885 3.2 44.0 

         
Men 

        
  Self employed 890,130 948,195 1,014,180 1,223,345 1,230,750 1,310,140 6.5 47.2 

    Incorporated 269,670 309,315 362,230 435,780 441,545 522,905 18.4 93.9 

      Without empl 66,380 79,060 117,300 158,495 170,635 206,430 21.0 211.0 

      With empl 203,285 230,255 244,930 277,285 270,910 316,475 16.8 55.7 

    Unincorporated 620,460 638,880 651,950 787,565 789,205 787,235 -0.2 26.9 

      Without empl 404,850 405,005 413,500 526,910 534,735 529,560 -1.0 30.8 

      With empl 215,610 233,875 238,450 260,655 254,470 257,670 1.3 19.5 

         
Women 

        
  Self employed 204,665 260,695 391,580 579,020 630,450 683,575 8.4 234.0 

    Incorporated 57,140 73,845 115,945 156,955 164,940 196,300 19.0 243.5 

      Without empl 17,020 20,490 40,350 61,400 67,730 84,955 25.4 399.1 

      With empl 40,125 53,355 75,595 95,555 97,205 111,340 14.5 177.5 

    Unincorporated 147,525 186,850 275,635 422,065 465,510 487,275 4.7 230.3 

      Without empl 103,520 131,035 198,070 323,560 357,740 371,055 3.7 258.4 

      With empl 44,010 55,810 77,570 98,505 107,765 116,215 7.8 164.1 



 

 

 

Figure 2:  

Census 2006: 5-year Net Growth in 

Incorporated Self Employment, 

Age Groups, Men and Women  
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Table 2:  

Census 2006: Self Employment by Province  

 2006 % change from 2001 
Newfoundland & Lab. Total Men Women Total Men Women 

Employees 226,200 115,890 110,315 5.3 2.9 8.0 

Self-employed (incorp.) 4,805 3,630 1,180 10.2 12.4 4.4 

  Without paid help 1,375 1,055 315 8.3 12.8 -4.5 

  With paid help 3,430 2,575 860 10.8 12.2 8.2 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 10,590 6,675 3,910 -17.0 -19.9 -11.6 

Prince Edward Is.       

Employees 65,865 31,970 33,895 3.8 1.5 6.1 

Self-employed (incorp.) 2,095 1,625 475 -8.1 -6.1 -13.6 

  Without paid help 435 335 100 -13.0 -17.3 11.1 

  With paid help 1,665 1,295 375 -6.7 -1.9 -18.5 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 6,335 4,330 2,005 -7.0 -8.8 -2.9 

Nova Scotia       

Employees 424,850 213,245 211,605 6.6 3.8 9.5 

Self-employed (incorp.) 12,160 9,145 3,010 11.1 10.5 12.5 

  Without paid help 3,790 2,775 1,015 17.2 15.9 21.6 

  With paid help 8,370 6,370 2,000 8.5 8.3 8.7 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 30,680 19,895 10,790 -3.3 -2.9 -4.1 

New Brunswick       

Employees 345,325 175,940 169,390 3.6 1.4 6.1 

Self-employed (incorp.) 10,465 7,885 2,585 23.3 23.3 23.4 

  Without paid help 3,025 2,245 775 21.2 23.7 14.8 

  With paid help 7,440 5,635 1,805 24.0 23.0 27.1 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 20,540 12,930 7,605 -9.0 -8.8 -9.3 

Quebec       

Employees 3,489,645 1,796,060 1,693,580 7.2 5.2 9.3 

Self-employed (incorp.) 161,340 118,515 42,820 17.9 17.8 18.3 

  Without paid help 69,790 48,550 21,240 24.2 24.0 24.7 

  With paid help 91,550 69,965 21,580 13.6 13.9 12.5 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 268,950 162,285 106,670 12.2 8.1 19.2 

Ontario       

Employees 5,719,805 2,896,410 2,823,395 8.2 6.6 9.9 

Self-employed (incorp.) 246,970 180,780 66,195 18.0 18.8 15.8 

  Without paid help 94,025 68,060 25,965 20.3 21.4 17.5 

  With paid help 152,945 112,715 40,230 16.6 17.3 14.7 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 487,950 302,440 185,505 2.5 1.4 4.3 

Manitoba       

Employees 528,645 267,890 260,755 5.3 4.3 6.3 

Self-employed (incorp.) 23,070 16,370 6,700 23.6 18.9 36.6 

  Without paid help 9,695 6,405 3,290 40.6 24.7 86.9 

  With paid help 13,375 9,965 3,410 13.6 15.5 8.4 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 48,075 31,940 16,135 -9.9 -11.3 -7.0 

Saskatchewan       

Employees 430,030 215,105 214,925 6.3 6.2 6.5 

Self-employed (incorp.) 25,200 18,195 7,000 14.5 12.7 19.4 

  Without paid help 11,605 8,405 3,200 21.3 18.3 29.8 

  With paid help 13,595 9,790 3,800 9.3 8.4 11.8 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 58,205 39,775 18,425 -18.1 -19.4 -15.1 

Alberta       

Employees 1,662,940 871,575 791,365 15.9 15.8 16.0 

Self-employed (incorp.) 123,610 88,255 35,355 27.2 25.4 31.8 

  Without paid help 57,040 40,080 16,955 31.7 27.6 42.7 

  With paid help 66,570 48,170 18,400 23.5 23.6 23.3 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 135,135 81,920 53,210 -4.4 -6.7 -0.6 

British Columbia       

Employees 1,873,045 948,700 924,350 9.2 7.8 10.6 

Self-employed (incorp.) 108,125 77,595 30,525 13.6 14.1 12.3 

  Without paid help 40,100 28,150 11,950 10.2 8.6 14.4 

  With paid help 68,025 49,450 18,575 15.7 17.5 11.1 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 204,875 123,010 81,865 4.4 4.3 4.5 

Yukon       

Employees 16,485 8,140 8,350 7.9 8.7 7.2 

Self-employed (incorp.) 695 465 235 4.5 -3.1 30.6 

  Without paid help 260 210 55 20.9 31.3 10.0 

  With paid help 435 255 175 -3.3 -21.5 34.6 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 1,675 1,090 585 0.6 3.3 -4.1 

Northwest Terr.       

Employees 21,795 11,525 10,270 14.8 15.0 14.6 

Self-employed (incorp.) 560 375 185 21.7 15.4 32.1 

  Without paid help 205 125 75 32.3 13.6 87.5 

  With paid help 360 245 110 18.0 16.7 15.8 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 1,075 635 440 12.6 8.5 17.3 

Nunavut       

Employees 11,565 6,075 5,490 14.2 12.8 15.7 

Self-employed (incorp.) 100 75 30 0.0 -6.3 50.0 

  Without paid help 50 35 10 42.9 16.7 0.0 

  With paid help 50 40 15 -23.1 -27.3 50.0 

Self-employed (unincorp.) 405 290 115 -18.2 -19.4 -14.8 


